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Barriers to International Digital Services Trade: Rules
Comparison and China’s Strategic Choice

LIU Wenhua
(School of Economics and Management, Yichun University, Yichun 336000, China)

Abstract; With the rapid development of international digital service trade, major countries in the world have
formulated restrictive management measures for digital service trade. The rules of the restrictive measures of digital
service trade in major countries are related to the building of a framework for digital service trade and the improvement
of China’s voice in global digital service trade rules. By comparing the main forms of international digital service trade
barriers—restrictions on cross-border data flow, restrictions on market access of digital service enterprises and
collection and management measures of digital tax, the article finds that the United States advocates the freedom and
openness of digital service trade and the dominance of international rules, while EU countries tend to formulate
restrictive management measures to safeguard the development interests of their own digital enterprises. On the one
hand, China should develop its digital economy and improves the core competitiveness of digital enterprises; On the
other hand, we need to improve domestic digital economy legislation and participate in the formulation of international
digital service trade rules actively.

Key words: digital service trade; barriers to trade in services; cross border data flow

(T HART)



