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An Empirical ERP Study of Saussure’s Philosophical

Thought on Dualistic Signs
DING Yuzao

( Overseas Education College Fujian Business University Fuzhou 350016 China)

but the relations

between the form and meaning of linguistic signs remain controversial. The experiment used ERP techniques under a

written word form —matching task which was designed to highly inhibit the semantic processing of Chinese native

speakers. The results showed that the meanings of Chinese two—character nouns were still activated automatically

indicating a tight connection of the form and meaning of the nouns. The results also showed that the form and meaning

of the two—character nouns were processed successively in different time windows and concurrently in the same time

window in the later stage demonstrating that the relations between the form and meaning are in dynamic change in

different time periods. These findings reveal the relative independence of the two systems of the form and meaning of

the linguistic signs on the one hand and the integration of two systems at their interface on the other hand further

clarifying the relations between the form and meaning involved in Saussure’s philosophical thought on dualistic signs.

Key words: sign; form; meaning; two—character noun; ERP



